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Nation cannot be redut d to 4 more de- 


Ctions, while the Publick Affairs are ne- 
glected. It is in Politicks as in Religion, 


| when there are moſt Diſputes about it, Men are leaſt 


zealous in their Hearts. The Duty we owe as Chri- 


ſtians and as Subjects is eaſily known, and not dif- 
ficult to perform; but if every private Man will 


needs become a Stateſman and a Divine, there 1s 
little Reaſon to hope for Quiet either in Church or 
State. We muſt neceſſarily fink into a State of A- 


narchy and Confuſion, till the Evils we ſuſſer 
therein compel us to return-to that Con- 
 fKitution, to which if we had always adhe- 


red, we might have continued ſafe and 


happy. | 
Theſe Obſervations, as they ate agreeable to Good 


Senſe, ſo they are confirm'd by Experience. The 


Hiſtories of other Nations afford us many Inſtances 


of Popular Tumults, fatal to the People ; but, per- 
haps, no Hiſtory abounds more with ſuch Examples 
than our own, In the Days of King Richard II. 


the Commons took Arms under thoſe Hlaſtrious Tri- 
 bunes, Wat Tyler and Fack Straw, great Patriots 
and conſummate Politicians, who were for remedy- 
ing all Abuſes by knocking every Man o'the Head 


that could write and read. In the Time of Henry 


VI. there ſtarted up another eminent Reformer, whoſe 
** was Jack Cade, who engag'd his Followers 


| ow 


plorable State than being torn by Fa- 


to kill aii plunder hor * Good, affliming 
that the ſhorteſt Way to redreſs all Grievances was 1 
do deſtroy the Law. It muſt however be own'd, that 
theſe Sort of Legiſlators did not always riſe out of the | 
Scum of the People; we have ſometimes ſeen Men 
of great Quality engag'd in ſuch Projects; under 
Henny VIII. Lord Audley, and Flamming the Black- 
ſmith, undertook to ſet the Nation to rights, by the 
fame pious Method of knocking out the Brains of 
ſuch as they thought wiſer than themſelyes : But, 
generally ſpeaking, theſe Troubles have ſprung from 
' + the licentious Humours of the lower Sort of People. 
One of the laſt Efforts recorded in our Hiſtories is F 
that of Kett the Tanner, who made a conſiderable fit. 
gure for a Time, but had the Misfortune at laſt to 
be hang' d on his own Oak of Reformation. When- 
ever, therefore, a Spirit appears deſtructive of Order, 
and which pays no Reſpect to any. Sort of Dignity, 
it ought to be immediately expos'd, to prevent its 
Spreading ;z and the ſame Care ſhould be taken to 
hinder its Progreſs, as there would be to ſtop a 
Plague. - 3 N 
It is true, that in attempting this one runs a great 
Hazard, becauſe ſuch as are already tainted with theſe 
dangerous Opinions, will nuturally miſrepreſent 
whoever oppoſes them as a Friend to Tyranny, and i 
an Enemy to the People; whereas nothing is more 4 
certain than that true Patriotiſm, and a real Tender 
neſs for his Countrymen, are the ſole. Motives that | 
„ can engage a Writer to run the Hazard of appearing 1 
on the Side of Rule, when Sedition already is be- 
come the only Path to Applauſe, The decrying 
Power, the extolling ſuch as oppoſe their Govern- 
ors, the deriding of Laws, and making a Jeſt of al! 
Subordination, are Topicks on which any Man may 
declaim. There is in every human Breaſt too great \|, 
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à Propenſity to throw off all Reſtraint, and whoever. 
will give a looſe to this Humour, will never find 


himſelf at a loſs either for Words, or for an Audi. 


ence; which is a Reaſon that there never was an 
Age without Libellers, or in which Libels were 
without Readers. fs ; i | : 
Fe is a Friend to the People, who adviſes them 
to ſuch Things as are for their Good; and he is an 
Enemy to the People, who pretends to adviſe them 
for their Good, and in reality means his own at their 
Expence. Such are all the Tools of Party, who give 


themſelves up blindly to the Direction of any Set of 


Men, and whoſe ſole Aim it is to render the People 
as blindly dependent upon their Chiefs as they are 
themſelves. According as theſe Men have Capaci- 

ty, the Methods they uſe are full of Art and Elau- 
ſibility z they are open and impudent. The preſent 
unhappy Times have afforded us but too many In- 


ftances of both Sorts; more, I believe, than have 


fallen out theſe hundred Years; I mean ſince the 
giddy Rabble, influenced by a few deſigning Men, 
undertook to give Law both to King and Parliament 


in 1641, drove the firſt from his Palace by their Tu- 


mults, and depriv*d the latter of their Freedom, by 
publiſhing their Senſe of Queſtions before they were 


_ debated, and branding with opprobrious Names ſuch 


as did not do what they directed. 


It is with juſt Amazement, and with unfeigned 


Horror, that moderate and well-meaning Men ſee 


theſe kind of Proceedings revived, and ſuch ſtrange 1 


Pieces daily publiſned, as tend to perſuade Foreign- 
ers that we are on the Point of falling into thoſe 


Confuſions which have been ſo favourable to our E- 


nemies, and ſo fatal to ourſelves. It is true, that 
we have often recovered out of thoſe dangerous Cir- 
cumſtances into which theſe kind of virulent Ha- 
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rangues have plunged us; but without doubt, ur 

Strength has been weakened, and our Spirits ex- 

hauſted, by theſe kind of Troubles. If therefore 
we ſhould ever loſe our Senſes fo far as to fall into them 


again, there are the juſteſt Grounds to fear we ſnould 
never be able to recover; but, by falling from one 
kind of Tyranny: to another, remain enthralled in 
| perpetual Slavery. This ſurely deſerves our Con- 
lideration; this ought certainly to fill us with Ap- 


prehenſions; this ſnould fright us from thoſe Extra- 


vagancies which are ſo unworthy of Men in Society, 
or indeed of rational Creatures; which have ruined 
all the free States that have ever exiſted in the World, 
and which ruined us effectually in the Days of our 
Fathers; whoſe Misfortunes ought to make us 


wiſe. It is not required that every Man ſhould + 


ſtudy the Laws and Conſtitution of his Country, 
though it be commendable in him if he has an Op- 

portunity; ĩt is not to be expected that common 
People ſhould leave their qwn Buſineſs to mind that 
of the State: I ſay, this cannot be required or ex- 
pected in any well- regulated Society; but in ours it 
is altogether unreaſonable, the Excellency of our 
Conſtitution conſiſting in this, that private Men 
are left to beſtow their own Thoughts upon their 


own Concerns, and yet the beſt Proviſion imaginable 
is made for ſecuring their publick Rights, and for 


maintaining them in the Poſſeſſion of thoſe Adyan- 


tages, even if a Spirit of Ambition ſhould act ever ſo 


_ ſtrongly in their Governors. Here lies our Strength, 
here is our Happineſs; but if we will forego or mi- 
ſtake it, who can help that? who is accountable for 
it? Men do not act under any Neceſſity in their po- 


lttical, any more than in their moral Capacities; and 


thoſe who took ſuch Care to guard us from the ill 


Effects of Power, left it ſtill in our own power to 
ruin ourſelves if we will. : To. 


[ | < 5 
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5 Malecontent cry. Who.1s there ſo mad as to deſire 
to quit this Security? Who is there ſo wicked as to 

entertain a Thought of demoliſhing this Bulwark ? 

hut what if it be demoliſhed e thinking! 
People who deſtroy their Health, and ſquander their 

\ |, Eſtates, have not theſe Ends in View, though they 

| - \ ctas if they had. It is an eaſy thing to guard a- 

gainſt wrong Intentions, but the Misfortune lies here, 

. that the Effects of an ill Action are not the leſs ſen- 
ſible for its being well deſigned, If therefore I can 
ſhew, that the Steps ſome People are taking have a 
ſtrong as well as manifeſt Tendency to overthrow 
our Conſtitution, I think I may have Leave to con- 
clude, that it matters not much to us what they mean. 

They may affirm, they may proteſt that they have 
no ſuch thing in view; they may tell us, as the Peo- 
ple did who went to ſtrangle Don Carlos, that how 
| odd ſoever the Appearance may be, it is all for our 
Good *; but we may chuſe whether we will believe 
them. T his is certainly in our Power; to this we 
are-bound to attend ; for if we once part with this 
Principle of judging of Men from their Actions, we 
ſhall wander perpetually in the dark, and make one 
falſe Step after another. 

There is perhaps nothing Sine: than hae we 
eſtimate the Worth of our Princes by the Reſpect 
they ſhew for Parliaments. If they expreſs a Defe- 

rence for their Opinions, a Willingneſs to be guided 
by their Advice, a Deſire to do nothing without 
them, und an Acquieſcence in whatever they do, we 

| believe them to be wiſe and good Princes, we ap- 
| plaud their Prudence, we admire theJuſtneſs of their 
 Sentiments, and we are far from thinking that they 

\« deſcend at all from their 2 oy ſuch a Conduct. 
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ve believe that ſuch a Prince was great and glorious, 


and who knows not that Henry VIII. was held an 


Parliaments to comply with him? If therefore we 


that there is nothing ſo honourable as for our Princes 


the Nation, nothing ſo dangerous as for them to de- 

= <line it, nothing ſo unworthy or ſo illegal as to me- 
j nace them, we muſt think it their Intereſt to act in 
this manner. But the Intereſt of the King is cer- 
tainly the Intereſt of his People; and therefore here- 
in they are bound to purſue the ſame Conduct. _ 
' Now if this be ſo, I would be glad to underſtand 

upon what Principles ſome late Admonitions have 
been written. I ſhall be glad to hear a Patriot make 


it plain, that what would be very indecent in a Speech 


from the Throne, may notwithſtanding come very 
properly from the Author of a News-paper. If to 
exhort, if to direct, if to threaten with Puniſhment, 


| be aſſuming Authority, then can I refer all my Rea- 


ders to a Paper * wherein this Authority 1s aſſumed 
over thoſe to whom we owe abſolute Obedience. But 
it may be faid there can be no Offence in putting 
Men in mind of their Duties ; yet ſure under certain 
| Circumſtances this may be very abſurdly ſaid and fo 
| that no honeſt Man can grant it to be either juſt or 
reaſonable. I bat if a private May in a Court of Fu- 


ftice ſhould flart up, and, addreſſing himſelf to the 


Bench, 


* Vide The London Evening-Poſt of Teuſday January 5. re- 


printed for its Excellency Saturday January 9. 1742. 
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Upon this Plan we regulate our Senſe of paſt Reigns, 
and that ſuch another was weak and wicked. We 
do this too independent of Events; for who does 
not perceive that Henry VII. acquired his Reputation 
for Wiſdom by complying with his Parliaments? 
arbitrary and tyrannical Prince for compelling his 
judge right in this; iſ we have Reaſon to conclude, 


to repoſe their whole Truſt in the Great Council of 
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perhaps have a very ſmall Share of Property, it is 


Bench, begin a long Diſcourſe on the Nature of Fudi= » 
cature, the proper Qualifications of a Fudge, the great 
Duties of Patience, Attendance and Tuflexibility ? would 
this be thought fit, decent, or even tolerable ? op 


would it be thought any ſort of Excuſe if ſuch a Perſon 


ſhould fay, Are not all theſe the Duties of Judges? 
 ——Yes they are; but the Queſtion is, How far it 
is a private Man's Duty to tell them ſo? :; _. 


In private Life, we never treſpaſs thus on the 


Rules of Good-breeding ; we do not break in upon 
each other, or pretend to read Lectures in reſpect to 


every little Slip of Conduct, though it may be our 
Neighbour's Concerns may be mingled with our own 
much leſs do we pretend to direct ſuch as are inde- 


pendent of us, and over whom from the Nature of 


Things we can have no Influence. With what Co- 
tour then can Folks of little or no Conſequence Who 


very poſſible none at all; how can theſe, I ſay, have 


any Right to queſtion. our Senators, or to ſuggeſt 


to their Conſtituents, that a Horſe Race, Fox Chace, 


or a Family Entertainment, are Things capable of 


making them forget the Duty they owe their Coun- 
try, and the Reſpect they ought to have for their 
own Reputations ? If this be not repugnant to the 


Rules of good Senſe as well as to our Conſtitution, 
one can never be ſure of any thing; for if the Char- 
s be not true, then certainly the Paper in which 


we find them is a flagrant: Libel on the Houſe of 


Commons; and if they be, the Fault lies in thoſe 
who choſe them; and, according to the new Sy- 


ſtem, the Voice of the PEOPLE is the Voice of GOD, 

from which there lies no Appeal. 
It would have been eaſy to have treated this Sub- 
ject in a more direct, and in a much ſtronger Man- 
1 . © | ner., 
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act uprightly, are, in their own fuſtifcation, forced * 
| 8 one Day in the Month of January ſet 


ple, to excite them to walk in new Ways, and to 5 


not at all participate of publick Spirit; or, if there 


bn my own Principles it is ſcarce ereuſable to treat it 


in a publick Paper at all. But ſuch unjuſtifiable Coty 1 7 


uences have been drawn of 2 from People's Si- 
lefice;that Men who know they mean honeſtly, and 


tho? it ma be, as in the preſent Caſe, HEE N 
Pain ad Grief. : 1 — 
'T ſhall conclude with ring: that we have al 
apart for 
Humiliation on account of an Act of national Re- 
proach, which ought at leaſt to incline men to con- 
ider coolly before they pretend to dictate to the Peo- 


give Laws: to their Legiſlators. Such Flights as 
theſe are plainly the Effects of Party- Rage, and as 


were any real Occaſion for it, unqueſtionably the beſt 
way to teach our „ to. pda — Pur, :.- of 
25 to do our . Fu , ants 


' Saturdy, Jon. SD... are R. Fatzntan, 
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Aud overflows the lævel Grounds ; | „ 
pDDooſe Banks and Dams, that, like a an * | "1 
15 Did keep it out, now keep it in: 5 4h 12 
} So auen Tyrannick Uſurpatim sn . _ 
7 Invaades the Freedom of a Nation, | | i 2 
. = The Laws o' th' Land, that were intended | 1 
Tᷣ0'[ keepitout, are made dgfend it. 10 
EN  Hup1BRas, Fart II. Canis II. ' | 
Bat juftitia, & periat mundus, 1 


„Hei ſeit qui mal y penſe, | Fats „ 


